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REF: MOSCOW 10847 AND 11724 
FOR SCICOUNS 

1. REQUEST EMBASSY TRANSMIT TO NEPOROZHNIY AND/OR 
MAKSIMOV FOLLOWING: 

A. US CONTINUES OF VIEW THAT VISIT TO KAMCHATKA WOULD BE 
OF CONSIDERABLE TECHNICAL VALUE AND THAT THERE IS 

A VERY STRONG TECHNICAL CASE FOR SUCH A VISIT. 

B. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE KAMCHATKA IS ONLY SITE IN USSR OF A 
GEOTHERMAL ELECTRIC POWER GENERATING STATION. THE BINARY 
CYCLE PLANT IS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST, EVEN THOUGH IT IS 
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THAT THE PLANT HAS BEEN SHUT DOWN SINCE 1973, SINCE THIS 
WAS NOT MENTIONED WHEN YOU INVITED US IN JANUARY 1974 TO 
VISIT KAMCHATKA NOR WHEN YOU COMMENTED ON OUR NUMEROUS 
REQUESTS SINCE THEN FOR A CONFIRMED DATE FOR SUCH A VISIT. 

IN ANY EVENT, US GEOTHERMAL ENGINEERS BELIEVE MUCH COULD BE 
LEARNED BY EXAMINING THE ACTUAL EQUIPMENT AND THE EFFECTS 

OF PAST OPERATION. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT PLANS FOR EXPANDING GEOTHERMAL POWER PRODUCTION IN 
KAMCHATKA. VARIOUS SOVIET PUBLIC STATEMENTS GIVE THE 
IMPRESSION OF CONTINUED INTEREST IN EXPANSION AND 
PERHAPS EVEN THE START OF CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW OR 
EXPANDED FACILITY. SECOND HAND REPORTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
ARE NOT AN ADEQUATE SUBSTITUTE FOR ON SITE VISITS BY 
ENGINEERS. 

C. US GEOLOGISTS FEEL THAT A VISIT TO KAMCHATKA WOULD 
MAKE POSSIBLE A SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVED UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE OCCURRENCE AND ORIGIN OF GEOTHERMAL RESOURCE SYSTEMS. 
IT WOULD BE PARTICULARLY INTERESTING TO EXAMINE ON THE 
SITE, JOINTLY WITH YOU, THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF THE 
STEADILY DECREASING OUTPUT YOU MENTIONED IN DISCUSSIONS 
WITH OUR EMBASSY. 

D. WHILE THE US ORIGINALLY IN 1972 PROPOSED COOPERATION 

IN GEOTHERMAL AND SOLAR ENERGY, WE BELIEVE THAT ADVANCES 
SINCE THEN IN THE US MEAN THAT THE USSR COULD LEARN 
MUCH FROM SUCH COOPERATIVE ACTIVITY. WE ALSO BELIEVE 
THAT A REASONABLY BALANCED PROGRAM COULD BE DEVELOPED 
IF WE WERE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY KAMCHATKA 
GEOTHERMAL DEVELOPMENTS AND IF THE SOVIET SIDE WERE MORE 
FORTHCOMING ON PHOTOVOLTAICS THAN HAS SO FAR BEEN THE 
CASE IN THE SOLAR ENERGY WORK. 

2. FYI. WE HAVE HEARD REPORTS THAT SOME FOREIGNERS, 

PERHAPS FRENCH AND CANADIAN, HAVE VISITED KAMCHATKA AND 
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO OBTAIN. END FYI. ROBINSON 
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